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-Tobacco
'Bill May
‘Be Dead

© By DOUGLAS MAULDIN

: A bill raising the state. cigarette
. tax by 2 cents a pack suffered a
. possibly fatal blow Tueday when the
* 'House voted to send it to the Agricul-
: ture and Natural Resources Commit

v Committee chairman John J.
Snow D-Willamsburg, denied that
thepanelwasouttokil]themeasure
. but Rep. Robert R. Woods, D-
* Charleston, pronounced it dead in that
- form.

“I think it's dead,” Woods, the
chief sponsor, said after the 62-33

" vote to commit the bill to the commit-

" tee. “The tobacco interests killed it.”

i -But Woods said he’ll seek other
means to bring the tax proposal
""before the House, possibly as a rider

+ to the state general appropriations

K bill.

-Woods had gotten his bill out of
Ways and Means before the session

I started with a favorable but split |
“report. It was in trouble from the

start
- The new tax would bring in about
$9 million in new revenues Woods
¥ said are badly needed. But when the
*Ways and Means report.came up
* ‘Tuesday, tobacco country lawmakers
.-were ready. Rep. Jack Rogers, D-
;" Marlboro, moved to send the bill to
Agnculture and Natural Resources,
. where it eventually was sent.
Snow said that was the strategy of
- the tobacco caucus, to get it into his.
-committee so its econoxmc impact -
could be gauged
. “Itcameupsofastwedndn‘tknow\
. -what the impact of it would be,” Snow
" sald at hig desk on the House floor.
" “Consumption is the problem. As
.you increase the tax on tobacco, the
- consumption goes down” and that is
- bad news for leaf growers, Snow said.
... Snow said it woald also have a
““ripple effect” thronghout agricul-
.ture and would send a bad signal to
- other non-tobacco growing states
.. when a state which grows the weed
. Ups cigarette taxes.
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Tobacco growers fear that

- cigarette prices will climb to $1.25

. per pack and upward in the wake of

t “the recent federal tax hike of 8 cents
per pack, the lawmaker said.

The increase proposed -in the -

ﬁ Woods measure would have moved
thestatelevyfrom?eentstoscenb

-8 pack.
Smwptomisedthebmwouldget

a “fair” bearing in his committee
despite fears voiced by Woods that it -
isnow dead. -

: Some legislators will view it dif-
ferent!y,Snowsaid.“BntImlllook
tltmrlyint.hewayitwnintended
:‘asa Tevenue measure.”

SnowsdeayundMeanspicked
ld:fﬁcnltﬁmetoreportonttbebm.
§“They were balancing 'the state
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“budgetmthebachdnm"he :

&uld.
11 - He said the budget bill should be
!halaneedwithontramngtobaccotu-

- es first and only consider it as a.

. “drastic” measure. :

n “As committee chairman, I'm
:. going to look at the legislation as fair
ulm The timing is so bad ~ to

beﬁ.ingtoimprovestaterevennu.

16660488



